
 

MINUTES 
Fairfield Elementary School PTA 

November 16, 2020 | 8:00 PM – 9:00 PM  
 

Welcome and Introductions  

Mrs. Jackie LaBarbera opened the virtual meeting, which included 52 participants, and led all attendees in reciting the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Executive Board Members were then introduced, including the following: 

• Alisha Grimm / Jackie LaBarbera: Co-Presidents 

• Tatum Salembier: First Vice President 

• Donna Scheuer: Second Vice President 

• April Lazarus: Treasurer 

• Maureen Romano: Corresponding Secretary 

• Joanna Cepregi, PhD: Recording Secretary

The members of the Administration and Faculty were then introduced as follows: 

• Kristi Gerhard, EdD, Principal 

• Kathryn Fernandez, Assistant Principal  

• Donna Crowley, K-2 Teacher Representative 

 

Mrs. Alisha Grimm then provided instructions for submitting questions and comments via chat to facilitate an open 

forum for the meeting.      

Principal’s Report 

The Principal’s Report was provided by Dr. Kristi Gerhard. She thanked everyone for joining tonight’s meeting and for 
making things work so well since reopening.  

First, she addressed the rumors about potential holiday closures and noted that the school district is not currently 
planning any proactive closures, although closures are possible if there are cases in the building.  

She also reiterated that Fairfield is continuing to work through COVID-19 cases as they occur, and that all handwashing, 
mask protocols, and social distancing policies are still in place 

She noted that the school will be installing clear shields in the building, and pictures will be forthcoming on Twitter. They 
affix to the desk and offer improved visibility. Kindergarten is getting them installed first, and then through grade 5, 
beginning this week. 

Dr. Gerhard reported that Halloween was a success and expressed appreciation to parents and class parent 
representatives for sending in pre-packaged treats and refraining from sending in goodie bags. She also explained that 
the rationale for not accepting goodie bags was to limit items coming from one home going back to another. 

She also noted that Red Ribbon Week, a program focused on students making healthy choices and staying drug-free, 
was a big success, and the students really enjoyed it.  

Next, she noted that there are upcoming changes for Physical Education (PE). When possible, students will still have 
outdoor PE. However, when it is too cold, students will participate in PE in the gymnasium and auditorium, with specific 
safety parameters in place. Specifically, only one class will be in the room at a time, all students must wear masks, and 
everyone must remain 12 feet apart (similar to the protocols for indoor PE at Ames and MHS). 

Dr. Gerhard also provided an update on Music Education, noting that the focus right now is rhythm, with the youngest 
students focusing on doing movement to a beat, and older grades generating the beat with drumsticks.  
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She then discussed building-specific information regarding dismissal and arrival. She reminded parents to please notify 

the office by phone or to send in notes with their child if there are any changes to dismissal procedures, especially given 

that teachers do not always check email throughout the day or have the sign-out sheets on hand at dismissal. She also 

noted that parking rules still apply during drop off and dismissal, so to please avoid blocking driveways and entrances. 

She also reminded people to use the “Drop-and-Go” lanes appropriately and to park if your child requires assistance or if 

you would like to walk your child/children to the door. Mrs. Fernandez added that the same applies to the entrance on 

Prospect Place. Dr. Gerhard also explained that the teachers’ parking lot has been blocked off during dismissal as second 

graders are exiting the building in that area, so the school is prioritizing their safety.  

Teacher Reports 

Report from Mrs. Meininger via Communications with Mrs. Fernandez: Grades 3-5 

Since Mrs. Meininger was unable to attend the meeting, Mrs. Fernandez provided an update based on their 

communications. She thanked the PTA for organizing Red Ribbon Week, noted that Halloween was great for staff and 

students, and stressed that teachers wanted to express appreciation to class parents and parents for the parties. She 

also noted grade-specific updates, including the following: 

• 3rd Grade: Students are currently focusing on story elements, dialogue, and themes, and then will turn to 

learning about plays. They are also finishing typing their personal narratives and will publish their pieces. They 

are focusing on multiplication and are using iReady for Math, forces and impact in Science, and where we are in 

the world in Social Studies. They are enjoying using their Chromebooks, and especially Nearpod and Peardeck.  

• 4th Grade: Students are finishing working on fiction and are also doing personal narratives. They also collected 

data from various sources of information about the candidates and created an election display in the hallway. 

• 5th Grade: Students are working on fiction and will be celebrating by writing their own personal memoirs. In 

math, they are focusing on decimals, and are studying early civilizations (e.g., Aztecs and Incas) in Social Studies. 

She also wished everyone a happy thanksgiving and wonderful holiday season.

Report from Mrs. Crowley: Grades K-2 

Mrs. Crowley thanked the PTA for the meeting invitation, and provided grade-specific updates, including the following: 

• Kindergarten:  Students are currently celebrating the letters “PB&J” and wore pajamas to make learning fun, and 

they are using concrete manipulatives in math to help practice counting. They are also restructuring their 

learning centers so they can practice distance learning.  

• 1st Grade: Students completed a Veterans’ Day project where they interviewed a veteran, and a Thanksgiving 

project where they disguised a turkey. They are also working with Mrs. Tand on STEAM projects, including a 

focus on light and are creating lighthouses. In math, they are working on adding and subtracting up to 10 

(without using their fingers), practicing math facts, and are utilizing iReady (especially for individualized learning 

paths). They are also working on map skills.  

• 2nd Grade: Students completed Veterans’ Day projects. They are learning about different states of matter and 

whether or not chemical changes are reversible. They are working on personal narratives and understanding the 

genre of fiction. In math, they are working on adding and subtracting up to 12 (without using their fingers), 

adding and subtracting 2-digit numbers, and completing 2-step word problems, and are utilizing iReady 

(especially for individualized learning paths). They are also working on map skills.  

She also wished everyone a happy thanksgiving and holiday season, as well. 
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October 2020 Meeting Minutes  

Joanna Cepregi presented the October 2020 Meeting Minutes for PTA Review and Motion for Approval. It was approved 

by Linda Vasilakis and Trish Despagni. 

Treasurer’s Report 

April Lazarus presented the October Report for PTA Review and Motion for Approval. It was approved by Kristy Ferrante 

and Michelle Carroll. April Lazarus reminded everyone that Box Tops sheets are on the PTA website and Facebook page, 

and will be sent home monthly via email, and she reminded everyone to please utilize the Amazon Smile Program and 

choose to support Fairfield with purchases this year. 

Co-Presidents’ Report 

The Co-Presidents Report was provided by Alisha Grimm and Jackie LaBarbera. 

• Halloween Pumpkin Decorating Contest: Jackie LaBarbera reported that it was a success and reminded people to 

view the video showcasing submissions (see video at www.FairfieldPTA.org). She noted that there were two 

outstanding prizes (third place in kindergarten #269737, and first place in 4th grade 269779) and asked that the 

winners please claim their prizes by November 30th. 

• Lanyard Fundraiser: Jackie LaBarbera noted that this was ongoing and mentioned that a flyer went home with 

additional information (see purchase options at https://fairfield.memberhub.store/). 

• 5th Grade Fundraiser: Alisha Grimm conveyed that Kelly Rowland wanted to thank everyone for their support. 

• Spiritwear: Alisha Grimm noted that the store was open, but that all orders must be placed by November 18th 

(no exceptions). She also provided an update that parents can choose to pick up their items or have them sent 

home with their child.  

• “Cups-in-Fence” Fairfield Fundraiser: Alisha Grimm noted that this committee still has no chairperson so please 

volunteer if you are interested and able to help. 

• Fairfield Beautification Committee: Alisha Grimm noted that this new committee is being formed and will focus 

on enhancing the building and grounds at Fairfield (e.g., mural on wall, flowers, etc.). This will need a 

chairperson so please volunteer if you are interested and able to help. 

• Distance Learning PTA Liaison: Alisha Grimm reported that Trish Dispagni will now serve as the Fairfield PTA 

Parent Liaison for distance learning to help improve communication for live and remote students and families. 

An email will be forthcoming asking for Distance Learners to share contact information (similar to how class 

parents request information from parents).  

Vice Presidents’ Report 

The Vice Presidents’ Report was provided by Donna Scheuer. 

• Holiday Fair: Kim Matteson and Erin McCormack presented an update on the plan for this year’s virtual holiday 

fair. They shared a PowerPoint presentation and detailed that students will log on to their Chromebooks in class 

and will be allowed to browse and shop. Parents will log on afterwards to approve and pay for purchases. Our 

virtual store, offered through Little Treasures, is currently being customized and organized for our school and a 

tutorial will be generated to help students and parents easily navigate the site. A gift-buying planning checklist 

with a line for the parent’s email will be sent home so students have a guide/budget for shopping during school 

hours. They can shop in class and finalize at home, and all items will be shipped to the classroom and sent home 

with the child. 
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• PARP (Pick a Reading Partner) Program: Donna Scheuer presented the Plan of Work, including the budget of 

$2,500. She explained that the goals of the program are to instill strong reading habits in children, help them to 

become better readers, remind them that reading can be fun, and encourage them to go beyond the 15-minutes 

of required homework-based reading time. She also noted that the committee is working with the 

administration to finalize details, including date (typically in January-February to overlap with the book fair), 

processes for tracking minutes, etc., and that additional information will be forthcoming. The plan of work was 

approved by Kristen Busby and Kristy Ferrante. 

• Membership: Donna Scheuer asked for parents to sign up their families (https://fairfield.memberhub.store/).

• Picture Retake Day: Maureen Romano reported that a picture retake day is currently being planned, with a likely 

date in early December. She also reminded people not to send in the physical photographs. 

• Reflections: Joanna Cepregi presented an update on the program, noting that 22 students participated with 33 

entries received, and that judging is in progress. There is a virtual gallery available to view submissions 

(https://sites.google.com/view/fairfield-pta-reflections/home). She also noted that there is a virtual event on 

December 5th to recognize the 2 Fairfield students whose work went to the national level for the 2019-2020 

program. She made a motion to approve the amended estimated budget of $250 to cover costs of supplies and 

trophies which was approved by Kristy Ferrante and Kelly Rowland.  

• Dine Around: Tracey Sonntag is coordinating with Leonardo’s for an end-of-November event (details TBD). 

• Blood Drive: Ilisa Polansky presented the Plan of Work, including a $250 budget, and noted that she was 

contacted by the New York Blood Center to hold an off-site blood drive in conjunction with East Lake Elementary 

School on December 8th and 10th from 2PM – 8PM. A flyer will be sent home, and there will be incentives for 

recruiting donors, including a $25 Amazon gift card for the student who recruits the most donors and an ices 

party with individually wrapped ices for the class with the most donors, and for individual donors (each donor 

receives a T-shirt). She also noted that the Little Doctors Program will not take place this year. The Plan of Work 

was approved by Kristen Busby and Kelly Rowland.

Correspondence Report 

Mrs. Maureen Romano reported that the PTA did not receive any correspondence this month. 

Board of Education Report 

Maureen Romano presented this report. There were 2 Board of Education Meetings, with the most recent being last 

Thursday. Mrs. Iconis spoke about procedures surrounding positive cases, and the recording can be viewed for 

additional information. The Board of Education also presented their goals for the year, which is on their website, and 

included plans to close the “COVID gap”. Maureen Romano also reported that the district’s summer recreation program 

is currently being planned for summer 2021. The next Board of Education Meeting will take place on December 3, 2020, 

and the link to the full meeting from 11/12/20 is on YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xj_qOGJd9xA&list=PLFAcODhUNm2tQlIEBP3DyeRbrsz5fnwog).  

Meeting Close  

Jackie LaBarbera noted that the next meeting will be held on January 6, 2021 (time to be determined). She thanked 
everyone for their time and adjourned the meeting. 
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