
 

EMERGENCY PTA MEETING: MINUTES 
Fairfield Elementary School PTA 

December 4, 2020 | 10:00 AM – 10:50 AM  

Welcome  

Alisha Grimm opened the meeting and led the participants (53 individuals were logged in to the Zoom meeting) in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

She then provided some background information to the participants. She noted that the Fairfield Elementary School PTA 
was asked by the Massapequa School District to call this emergency meeting to address recent discussions and current 
plans for COVID-19 testing in schools.  

She stated that zip code 11762 has been designated as a “yellow zone”, and as such, is required to conduct voluntary 
COVID-19 testing of at least 20% of the in-person population, including students, teachers, and staff. She noted that 
testing is voluntary and will be conducted at the schools. If any mandated school does not meet the threshold of 20% for 
voluntary testing, that school will automatically transition to full distance learning.  

Alisha Grimm also noted that the Massapequa Council of PTAs is against testing in schools and is against mandating 
testing 20% of the in-person school population as a requirement for continued in-person learning.  

She noted that several issues will be voted upon during this meeting, including letters to elected officials, a proposed 
press conference plan, a letter writing campaign proposal, and a unit letter written directly from Fairfield PTA against 
COVID-19 testing in schools.  

Alisha Grimm noted that the chat function will be utilized for questions and comments, as well as voting. She also 
reminded participants that voting can only be done by paid PTA members and the link to become a paid member was 
shared in the chat (https://fairfield.memberhub.store/).  

Alisha Grimm also noted that the “yellow zone” designation only applies to schools in zip code 11762 and includes East 
Lake, Birch Lane and McKenna within the Massapequa School District. Fairfield’s zip code (11758) includes schools in 
other districts, including Plainedge, Farmingdale, and Massapequa schools. She also noted that the concern of the 
Massapequa Council of PTAs is that allowing the schools to make testing a requirement for in-person education will pave 
the way for more requirements to be put in place in the future.  

There is another PTA Council meeting at 7PM ET tonight where another vote will take place. The results will be emailed 
to the PTA membership. In order for our Unit to vote, the 4 issues outlined below need to be voted on by our PTA.  

Issue #1: PTA Council Correspondence Against Mandated Testing in Schools to Continue In-Person Learning 

Four documents were developed by the Massapequa Council of PTAs regarding this issue.  

“Governor Letter Re: School COVID Testing” was read aloud by Joanna Cepregi. 

“Governor PTA Letter Re: COVID Testing” was read aloud by Joanna Cepregi. 

“Elected Official PTA Letter Re: COVID Testing” was read aloud by April Lazarus. 

“Revised Elected Official Letter Re: School COVID Testing” was read aloud by April Lazarus. 

A link was then shared so that PTA members could review the documents independently. 

Issue #1: PTA Member Vote 

The approval of the documents was voted upon via the chat function (only paid PTA members were permitted to vote). 

Issue #1: Vote was passed with the majority of participants voting “yes” (3 participants voted “no”).  
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Issue #2: Proposed PTA Council Press Conference  

The Massapequa Council of PTAs has proposed holding a press conference to raise awareness of our situation. 

“PTA Council Press Conference Proposal” was read aloud by Donna Scheuer. 

Issue #2: PTA Member Vote 

The proposed press conference proposal was voted upon via the chat function (only paid PTA members were permitted 
to vote).  

Alisha Grimm noted that the press conference is currently planned for Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 11AM, and it may 
be livestreamed (plans are still in development and the PTA members will be updated as information is made public).  

Issue #2: Vote was passed with the majority of participants voting “yes” (3 participants voted “no”). 

Issue #3: Proposed Letter Writing Campaign  

A document was also reviewed outlining how to participate in a letter writing campaign. 

“Revised Letter Writing Campaign Proposal” was read aloud by Alisha Grimm. 

Issue #3: PTA Member Vote 

The letter writing campaign was voted upon via the chat function (only paid PTA members were permitted to vote).  

Issue #3: Vote was passed with the majority of participants voting “yes” (3 participants voted “no”). 

Issue #4: Unit (Fairfield Elementary School) Letter  

Alisha Grimm noted that the Fairfield PTA Executive Board met prior to this morning’s meeting and suggested tailoring 
the existing Massapequa Council of PTAs to meet the deadline for submission by 7PM ET tonight.  

She then asked the participants to provide any suggestions via email (MSDFairfieldPTA@gmail.com). Alisha Grimm noted 
that the letter will be emailed when complete to the PTA, if approved.  

Issue #4: PTA Member Vote 

The unit letter proposal was voted upon via the chat function (only paid PTA members were permitted to vote).  

Issue #4: Vote was passed with the majority of participants voting “yes” (3 participants voted “no”). 

Other PTA Business 

Donna Scheuer reminded everyone that our PTA bylaws need to be approved every 3 years. She stated that our bylaws 
are being presented now for adoption at the January meeting, and any suggestions can be submitted to the PTA Board 
(MSDFairfieldPTA@gmail.com). She also noted that the Bylaws Committee is still accepting members and asked anyone 
interested in participating should email the PTA board.   

Meeting Close  

Alisha Grimm thanked everyone for participating. The next PTA Meeting would be 1/6/2021 (Time TBD). 
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Dear Governor Cuomo, 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Massapequa Council of PTAs regarding the Covid-19 testing 

mandates for schools in yellow, orange and red zones. We want it to be known that we are opposed to 

such testing for a number of reasons outlined below: 

 

- Schools are not responsible for virus spread when proper protocols are put in place. Specifically, 

in the Massapequa School District on Long Island (which partially lies in a “yellow zone”), as of 

12/3/2020 there have been a total of 92 positive Covid-19 cases (students, teachers and staff), 

out of a total population (again, students, teachers and staff) of 8,696. That means 1.05% of the 

school population has tested positive since the beginning of the school year.  

 

 

- Students in districts like Massapequa are being treated differently from one another, based on the 

zip code where their school is located. We have 6 Elementary Schools, one middle school and 

two high schools in our district, and only three schools fall in the yellow zone… those three 

schools are all elementary schools (with 17 cases total since September, meaning .85% of their 

population has tested positive). 

 

- Mandated testing with the threat of removing in-person school is a breach of parental rights. 

Parents should not be forced to subject their children to any randomized physical COVID-19 

testing in order to remain in school. There is a substantial amount of data available demonstrating 

that COVID-19 is not spreading in the schools, especially among elementary age children. In 

addition, withholding public education (while still collecting taxes intended to fund said education) 

is a gross misappropriation and mismanagement of funds. 

 

- This mandate will certainly disproportionately have a negative impact on families in lower 

socioeconomic classes. The parents in those areas tend to work in jobs for hourly wages and 

therefore cannot just skip work to monitor and teach their children. And finally, education is what 

will help those students rise out of their current economic circumstances. 

 

It’s our belief that a better option would be to utilize contact tracers to determine the true source of viral 

spread and look to make “adjustments” there. 

 

Based on the reasons mentioned above, we respectfully ask that you reconsider and reverse the state 

mandate requiring school-aged children to be tested for Covid-19 in order to have access to the in-person 

public education they are entitled to. 

 

We anxiously await your action. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Jennifer Azzariti 

President 

Massapequa Council of PTAs 

 

DRAFT



Dear Governor Cuomo, 
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Dear Elected Official, 

 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Massapequa Council of PTAs regarding the Covid-19 testing 

mandates for schools in yellow, orange and red zones. We want it to be known that we are opposed to 
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December 4, 2020 

 

COVID-19 Press Conference Proposal: 
 

Massapequa Council of PTAs (“PTA Council”) Statement: 

 

 PTA Council opposes the state-mandate that requires the Massapequa Public schools to test students for COVID-19 as a contingency 

for the schools to remain open for in-person learning. PTA Council supports in-person learning options for all students . 

 

 

1. PTA Council proposes that a press conference, to support the above statement, be held on Sunday, December 6, 2020, from 

11:00AM to 12:00PM at J. P. McKenna Elementary School (“McKenna”) located at 210 Spruce St, Massapequa Park, NY 

11762.  

 

2. PTA Council proposes that  McKenna is an ideal location as it is currently one of the “Yellow Zone” schools in the 

Massapequa School District that is subject to state-mandated COVID-19 testing. 

 

3. PTA Council proposes that PTA speakers will be Council President, and unit Presidents from each of the elementary schools 

in Massapequa Park currently subject to Covid-19 testing. Presidents from other Massapequa PTA Units are welcome to 

participate, as well. 

 

4. PTA Council proposes that other invited speakers would include the President of the Massapequa Board of Education (or 

alternate if not available) and Superintendent of Schools, Lucille Iconis. 

 

5. PTA Council proposes to invite local media to cover the press conference including New 12, WNBC, WABC, WCBS, 

Massapequa Post and Massapequa Observer. 

 

6. PTA Council proposes that the following statements should be the main focus of messaging: 

 

a. PTA Council opposes the state-mandate that requires the Massapequa Public schools to test students for COVID-19 

as a contingency for the schools to remain open for in-person learning. PTA Council supports in-person learning 

options for all students. 

 

b. Schools are not responsible for virus spread when proper protocols are put in place. Specifically, in the 

Massapequa School District on Long Island (which partially lies in a “yellow zone”), as of 12/3/2020 there have 

been a total of 92 positive Covid-19 cases (students, teachers and staff), out of a total population (again, students, 

teachers and staff) of 8,696. That means 1.05% of the school population has tested positive since the beginning of 

the school year.  

 

c. Students in districts like Massapequa are being treated differently from one another, based on the zip code where 

their school is located. We have 6 Elementary Schools, one middle school and two high schools in our district, and 

only three schools fall in the yellow zone… those three schools are all elementary schools (with 17 cases total since 

September, meaning .85% of their population has tested positive). 

 

d. Mandated testing with the threat of removing in-person school is a breach of parental rights. Parents should not be 

forced to subject their children to any randomized physical COVID-19 testing in order to remain in school. There is 
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a substantial amount of data available demonstrating that COVID-19 is not spreading in the schools, especially 

among elementary age children. In addition, withholding public education (while still collecting taxes intended to 

fund said education) is a gross misappropriation and mismanagement of funds. 

 

e. This mandate will certainly disproportionately have a negative impact on families in lower socioeconomic classes. 

The parents in those areas tend to work in jobs for hourly wages and therefore cannot just skip work to monitor and 

teach their children. And finally, education is what will help those students rise out of their current economic 

circumstances. 

 

7. PTA Council proposes that Jennifer Azzariti, President, and Shanon Tranchina, 1st Vice President, shall be considered the 

points of contact for all correspondence. Contact information is as follows:  

a. Jennifer Azzariti, email:  president@massapequapta.com, phone: (917) 907-2595  

b. Shanon Tranchina, email: 1vp@massapequapta.com, phone: (615) 305-3396. 

 

8. PTA Council proposes that this press conference  is just and necessary to support the above statement, and is in-line with the 

following New York State PTA mission statement: PTA is a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families 

and communities, and a strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.  
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Massapequa Council of PTAs 

Letter Writing Campaign Proposal: 

 

Open a (free) account with actionnetwork.org utilizing the president@massapequapta.com 

email account. 

 

Upon membership approval, utilize that account to manage any letter writing campaigns to 

elected officials. (List of target names and contact information to be provided by Massapequa 

Council of PTAs) 

 

All approved letter writing campaigns will also be posted to the massapequapta.com website 

and shared on the Massapequa Council of PTAs facebook page (unless otherwise voted on 

when a letter-writing campaign is approved) 

 

PTA members should be first encouraged to send hand-written letters (can be a copy of the one 

we provide) to elected officials. It should be mailed, one letter per envelope, as research shows 

letter writing campaigns in the manner are more effective. 

 

*Personal narratives of how this impacts you and your family are encouraged. 
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