
 

MINUTES 
Fairfield Elementary School PTA 

August 10, 2020 | 8:00 PM   
 

Welcome & Introductions  

The meeting, held remotely using Zoom, was called to order by Alisha Grimm, President, who then led participants in 
reciting the pledge of allegiance. 

The 2020-2021 PTA board was then introduced: 

• Alisha Grimm / Jackie LaBarbera: Co-Presidents 

• Tatum Salembier: First Vice President 

• Donna Scheuer: Second Vice President 

• April Lazarus: Treasurer 

• Maureen Romano: Corresponding Secretary 

• Joanna Cepregi, PhD: Recording Secretary

Dr. Gerhard, Fairfield’s Principal, was in attendance from the administration, and Mrs. Fernandez, Fairfield’s Assistant 
Principal, was online as well. 

Principal’s Report 

Dr. Gerhard acknowledged that many questions were submitted and encouraged people to send emails to her with 
additional questions and/or concerns.  

She also noted that Mrs. Iconis, the Massapequa Superintendent of Schools, would be holding a parent meeting on 
Thursday and that there is an FAQ document available on the district website.  

She then addressed questions that had been submitted by parents, teachers, and other stakeholders prior to the 
meeting. The questions and responses are summarized below: 

1. Masks:   
- Do the students have to wear masks if their desks are facing straight in rows like many years ago with the 

shields on their desks? Governor stated it is up to the parents to decide what is best for their own kids.  
o As of now, the CDC recommends wearing masks and Fairfield will follow that guidance if we are not 

6 feet apart. In the classroom, the desks may not be 6 feet apart, so we have barriers as an 
additional safeguard. Eating must be done behind the shield. We are not going to sit front-facing for 
all rooms but will be maximizing all space possible. 

- Are gaiter-type masks acceptable (and where can we order school ones, if so?)?  
o Acceptable face coverings are listed in the Massapequa FAQ. Cloth-based that cover the mouth and 

nose are acceptable. 
- Can you please provide more detail about the mask breaks?  How will they be implemented into the school 

day? How will I know my child will in fact get these breaks? 
o We are still working on this. There are times your child will not wear a mask (e.g., recess, lunch, 

snack time, etc.) but they will be behind the barriers then. Additional breaks will be made 
throughout the day, including outdoor time, but details are still being discussed. The timing, length 
and circumstances surrounding mask breaks will still be discussed and outlined in the future. 

- What will be the criteria/consequences if students do not comply with the mask wearing and/or social 
distancing? Especially those who are younger who may have difficulty understanding these new rules? 

o We are going to explain the rules and will work with the children on following the rules. We are 
trying to normalize everything while focusing on safety.  

- Will the students have a place to store their masks when they take them off? 
o We are working on that but do not have a clear answer yet. 
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2. Social Distancing Protocols:  
- How far apart will students be in the classroom? Are the desks in the classroom 6 feet apart?  

o All classrooms are different in terms of size but we are trying to utilize the largest classrooms and 
maximize all spaces.  

- How do you achieve 6 feet social distancing during a mask break if not all desks are 6 feet apart? 
o Since desks may not be 6 feet apart, we will use plastic barriers and schedule mask breaks.  

3. Cleaning Protocols/Facilities:  
- How will classroom cleaning work?  

o A very detailed plan is in development, including frequent handwashing and disinfecting of high 
touch surfaces (e.g., desks, doorknobs, etc.).  

- Are the cleaning solutions being used this year different than what was used in the past? 
o Virex has been used in the past, but we may be adding new cleaning products. Additional 

information will be forthcoming.  
- How will the desks be sanitized before and after lunch? 

o This procedure is still in development. 
- Will there be hot water in the bathrooms? Have the faucets been changed to minimize constant touching? 

What type of soap will be supplied? With there be toilet seat protectors?  
o This procedure is still in development. We will also outline how many students can go to the 

bathroom at a time.  
- Have air conditioners been installed in each room for proper air filtrations? 

o We do not have AC in every room. We are trying to get as many in as possible.  
- In rooms without AC, will windows open wider than originally allowed? Will fans be allowed? 

o We cannot open the windows further for safety reasons. Fan use is still being discussed.  
4. Health/Case Reports/Testing Procedures:  

- How will temperature checks be enforced in the building? 
o This procedure is still in development. There will be daily safety measures put in place.  

- Will parents be informed of any positive cases in the school building, even if there is not one in the 
classroom? 

o This procedure is still in development. 
- What will happen if a staff member or student tests positive for COVID both within a class and the school? 

o This procedure is still in development. 
- The Governor is talking about random testing of students/faculty. Will such a program be initiated in 

Massapequa? If so, how? 
o These discussions are ongoing. 

5. Class Assignments/Size/Composition/Resources:  
- What percentage of teachers are returning?  

o Most of the teachers are returning. Some have retired, but we have the same set of teachers. 
- When will parents receive teacher assignments? 

o Hopefully normal timing, which is the end of August (typically the last week). 
- If a teacher is ill, who will serve as the substitute teacher (e.g., another certified grade teacher?)?  

o A certified teacher will be used.  
- Will extra teachers be classroom teachers or specials? Are you hiring new teacher or pulling existing staff 

members? 
o Since class sizes are not being reduced, we will not be adding new classes / sections so we do not 

need new teachers.  
- How many kids are in each class? Is the district trying to reduce the number of students in each class? Will 

there be more classes per grade to limit the number of students in each class?  
o We are maintaining the class sizes (18-24 students per class). 

- Are there plans for kindergarten classes to move into 1st grade together this year? 
o No, not at this time.  
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- Will the incoming 4th graders complete Magnet testing in the fall? Will magnet start in the fall for 4th and 
5th grade? 

o Magnet will remain. For fourth grade, testing will be completed. 
- Will materials be shared between students? Will teachers be able to hand out/collect materials such as 

worksheets? Or will students primarily be working on computers (especially to eliminate passing materials 
and resources around the room)? 

o We will still have the standard resources for students – we are just limiting sharing materials. For 
example, each student will have individual math manipulatives.  

6. Specials:  
- How are the special classes going to take place?  In the classroom? In the gym? 

o Specials will be in the classroom, or outside when appropriate.  
- What can the kids expect PE to be like? 

o We are following different guidelines, and details will be forthcoming as plans are finalized.  
- Will the 4th graders get to try out and choose instruments? Or will they just give their top 3 and be assigned 

an instrument? 
o We are still working out the details for musical education given the specific guidance available. 

7. Support Services:  
- Will children be receiving support services in the classroom or will they be pushed in? 

o Procedures are still being developed.  
- How will speech services be met while wearing a mask? Will the district provide face masks or the speech 

students? Will the masks be removed for speech services? 
o The district has extra masks, but we have not determined who will wear the see-through panel 

masks (e.g., students and/or teachers) for speech therapy purposes. 
- Will extra help and the EAST program still be prior to regular school hours? 

o Procedures are still being developed.  
8. Lunch/Recess:   

- Are the children expected to eat surrounded by their partitions? 
o Yes, again, given that the desks are not all 6 feet apart. 

- Will the outside area be able to be used for lunch while the weather is still nice?  
o We are still examining scheduling and space possibilities.  

- How long and often will recess be? 
o Recess will be the same as prior years (20 minutes per day). There may be additional outdoor 

opportunities as well, but these will not take the place of recess. 
- Will the students be able to use the playground at recess? 

o Procedures are still being developed, especially since we will need to sanitize the equipment.  
- What will recess look like? Keeping students 6 feet apart during recess without masks seems impossible. 

How will this be achieved? 
o Procedures are still being developed and we are thinking of different options.  

- In the event of inclement weather, what is the alternative to outdoor recess? 
o As of now, indoor recess will be held in the classroom. If other opportunities are identified, 

information will be forthcoming.  
9. Transportation/Drop-off and Pick-Up/Schedules:  

- Will buses be cleaned before they pick up for the start/end time? How will social distancing be enforced on 
the buses? Will additional busses be used? 

o We will be social distancing on the busses to the extent possible, with loading from back to front to 
minimize crossing paths and unloading from front to back. Students will be required to wear masks, 
but the specific cleaning procedures are not available right now.  

- Will dismissal and arrival look different? 
o Procedures are still being developed. We are hoping to utilize the available doors to reduce 

congestion, but it may be the same as prior years. Anyone on school property who is not 6 feet 
apart from others will be required to wear masks.  



Page 4 

    

- What are the hours for kindergarten? 
o Kindergarten will attend during the same time as other grades (9:19-3:19). 

- When is the first day of school for Kindergarten? 
o The first day, as of now, will be Sept. 4th. 

- Will there be an in-person orientation for students/parents of Kindergarten? 
o No, given that we do not have outside individuals in the building. This could change given 

forthcoming guidance, but it is not currently planned.  
10. Virtual Learning/Technology:  

- Is there an option for 100% virtual learning? Will there be a remote virtual opting available even though NYS 
said we can return fully? When will there be a determination if remote is an option? 

o The district sent a survey asking who was interested and from there, a plan will be developed to 
enable remote learning. We do not have more details yet but they will be forthcoming.  

- Will there be a timeframe to pull out or pull into the remote option? Can we change at any point in the 
year? Can a student switch to distance after the school year has begun? 

o This is still unclear as plans are in development and surveys are still being collected. It is possible 
that families would be required to opt in for distance education for a set period of time, but nothing 
has been finalized as yet by our district.  

- What is the % of Fairfield students requesting to have remote learning? Do you have information by grade? 
o All surveys are not yet complete/submitted, so we do not have that information available as yet.  

- If the school goes virtual what will the daily schedule look like? Will it differ depending on the grade level? 
o It will definitely differ from last spring. For example, it will entail a more consistent schedule and 

daily live interactions between teachers and students, but plans are still being developed. 
- Will there be any training sessions for parents and students on Chromebooks and various platforms that will 

be used? 
o Yes, there will be information about available resources once the plans are finalized and 

technological tools are put in place.  
11. Building Use:  

- Will outside groups, such as Girl Scouts, be allowed to use the school building?  
o As of now, no outside groups will be allowed to use the building, aside from the YMCA which 

provides before and after care.  
12. Additional Questions Raised During the Meeting via Chat:  

- What additional touchpoints will there be / how many upcoming meetings? 
o There is a meeting this Thursday with Mrs. Iconis (check emails for details). 
o There is an 8/18 elementary parent meeting. 
o Parents can also email or call Dr. Gerhard and/or Mrs. Fernandez with additional questions. 

Committee and Class Parent Updates 

Alisha Grimm thanked everyone for sending in committee forms and class parent forms. 

Parents can still submit forms through August 20th, and can obtain forms by contacting any member of the PTA. 

Treasurer’s Report 

April Lazarus presented the June finance report. There was no income for June and the only expenses were for clap out 
and reflections trophies (ending: $32,239). Motion to Approve: Tracey Sonntag approved. 

Anyone who has not picked up Fairfield Strong T-Shirts and Massapequa Masks, please contact April Lazarus. 

Box Tops has a new feature and there will be a link on the website about participating (you can now email receipts). 

April Lazarus reminded everyone to please use Amazon Smile as their charitable organization to help support our school. 
The link will be available as well on our website and is accessible via Amazon. 
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Project Updates & Statements of Work 

Back-to-School BBQ: Alisha Grimm noted that this was on hold pending further discussion. 

School Supply Kits: Alisha Grimm noted that they will be delivered to homes by mid-to-late August. 

PTA Copier: Donna Scheuer explained that coordination to use the school’s copier was difficult so we would like to 
obtain a copier specifically for PTA use; If anyone has a referral for a reliable, cost-effective copier, please contact the 
PTA. 

Teacher Appreciation Lunch: Alisha Grimm explained we will provide boxed lunches to welcome teachers back. Budget 
requested $1,000; Motion to approve: Approved by Jenn McGovern and Michelle Carroll. 

Welcome Back Gift for Students (live and remote): Alisha Grimm explained that a special item is being explored. Budget 
requested $1,000; Motion to approve: Toni DeMilio and Cathy Bialous approved.  

Boo Hoo Breakfast: Alisha Grimm explained this will not take place this year since only staff and students will be allowed 
in the building.  

Spirit Wear: Since there is no chairperson as yet, Jackie LaBarbera presented the Plan of Work. Motion to approve:   
Kristy Ferrante and Tracey Sonntag approved.  

Personalized Labels (online and shipped directly to homes using Label Daddy): Jackie LaBarbera presented the Plan of 
Work. Motion to approve: Katrina McGrath and Jennifer McGovern approved. 

Dine Around:  Donna Scheuer explained this fundraiser and how local business (e.g., Gino’s) give a percentage of profits 
back to Fairfield. Looking for monthly volunteers, with assignments 1 month in advance. If anyone wants to set it up for 
September, please notify the PTA. Tracey Sonntag volunteered for September.  

Membership: Alisha Grimm noted that membership renewals and joining information will be sent in the coming weeks. 
Please be sure to sign up as you need to be a paid member to participate.  

Questions 

Role of Class Parents: Alisha Grimm noted that class parents will not be allowed into the classrooms given current 
guidance. If that changes, our protocols will be adjusted. Class parents will still have a role, especially behind the scenes, 
and additional information will be forthcoming. Materials and items that can and cannot be sent in will be detailed in 
the coming weeks. 

Distance Learning: April Lazarus noted that we do not know the percentage of students participating in distance learning 
as surveys are still being collected.  

Masks: Alisha Grimm noted that Fairfield will be following health and safety guidance so mask policies could change, and 
we will follow what the current guidance is and adapting as it evolves.  

Re-Entry Committee: Alisha Grimm noted that Mrs. Iconis leads this, and April Lazarus is part of it. They are currently 
working on plans and communications.  

Air Conditioning: Alisha Grimm noted that the school is working to have AC in all rooms, but this will not necessarily 
happen.  

PTA Meeting Timing: Alisha Grimm noted that we are exploring schedules to see if we can hold both daytime and 
nighttime zoom PTA meetings.  

Meeting Close & Next Meeting Date 

Alisha Grimm and Jackie LaBarbera thanked all in attendance. 

The next meeting will be held via Zoom in September (date/time TBD). 




